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Image Composition
Which landscape photographer does not know it? A wonderful scenery, maybe somewhere in the mountains, the
gentle wind can be heard, you can smell the fragrance of the flowering crocuses and set yourself in a euphoric mood.
The camera is unpacked immediately to capture this feeling ... But how do you do that best? How do I best transport
this landscape into a picture? As some of you have already recognized in my pictures and learned at the workshops, I
often work with a few essential rules, which I will describe to you in the following.

Rule of Thirds
Let's start with the rule of thirds, the simplest and best-known rule in photography. She is strongly inspired by the
golden section. The calculation of the golden ratio, however, you can not expect anyone with a bunch of Formulas.
But we want to take photos and do not do math. Therefore, it has been simplified to the aforementioned rule of
thirds simplified.

Third rule divided into the 9 equal areas.

If you were to place the striking objects exactly in the center of the photo, the whole structure seems to be
less harmonious, boring and static. It is not meaningful. This rule divides the image horizontally and
vertically into 3 equal parts, which thus sum up to 9 equal areas. With most cameras, you can show an
auxiliary grid via the Liveview and thereby make a lot easier. Otherwise, it is not a problem to imagine these
nine equal rectangles mentally.

It is much better to place the horizon line on the bottom line. For example 2/3 sky and 1/3 landscape. Great, if the
sky is much more interesting than the rather uninteresting landscape. Or you can place the horizon on the top line if
the landscape is more interesting and the sky rather unimportant. The following examples show you how this can
look like.

1/3 Sky 2/3 Landscape

1/3 Landscape 2/3 Sky

Of course, one should not forget to keep an eye on the vertical constant. If you see a stand-alone tree, stone, bush
or whatever is worth to be shown in the photo, so you put it exactly on the vertical line and thus gets a high
importance in the picture. The overall impression gives the whole a high harmony. So much for lines. By placing
picture elements in the intersections one creates tension in the picture.

Here are the two important elements, the heart-shaped stone and the cave exit, in the two intersections.

Here you can see very well how the two intersections are on the elements I want. Down on the rock and close up the summit by the bright white
snowy slope. In addition, the landscape / sky ratio is in the thirds rule.

The rule of thirds is not only essential in landscape photography, but in every area. Be it insects in the macro world
or faces in portrait photography. Everything symbionizes perfectly and it does not matter if you take pictures in
landscape or portrait mode. But do not shoot the subject too close. Leave some air in the picture on the left and
right, so that you can set up the Golden Ratio or the rule of thirds at a later date on the computer. This is much more
flexible than to pay attention to the perfect image composition directly when recording. In Photoshop, in Crop
mode, the raster with the rule of thirds automatically appears when you first crop. Do not follow the design rules too
strictly, not always rule of thirds or golden ratio are ideal. There is no rule for photography that one should not
break. However, you should first know the rule, otherwise you can not consciously break it.

Example without third rule. Here it fits optimally landscape and sky exactly in the 50:50 relationship to leave, because of the reflection in the water.

Lines
The photographer's art is to present a spatial motif on a two-dimensional image in such a way that the viewer is
nevertheless given a spatial impression. If you combine the simple third rule with leading lines, you will get an
appealing overall concept very quickly. Lines are very important and guide the eye of the beholder into the image
and to create a depth through the scene. The following pictures show exactly these two rules (rule of thirds & lines)
in symbiosis.

The scree, the forest and even the river leads the eye right into the picture.

Again, to see how the interaction between the woodland, landscape and clouds are in symbiosis with the leading lines.

I like to work and often with lines and catch myself time and again, as I share my environment in these rules, even
without a camera :-D It is definitely a good exercise to train your creativity muscle. Whether you're out for a walk, in
a restaurant or on a train, over time, a certain automatism sets in, and then it's easy to take a photo when taking
pictures.

The Golden Cut
The golden ratio is very similar to the rule of thirds, but is not exactly the same. This cut or contemplation is
nothing other than a particular division ratio, which is extremely common in nature and is usually perceived
by humans as being very aesthetically pleasing and harmonious. As a rule of thumb, you can always keep
in mind that the vertical and horizontal lines are each more in the middle moved as in the rule of thirds.

At the golden section the lines are more in the middle. The combination with the golden section and the golden spiral is clearly visible here.

The aspect ratio is 61.8% to 38.2%, vertical as well as horizontal. Again, it works in high as well as in landscape mode.
Now we can place the image-weighted elements on these axes or intersections.
The golden ratio can help us to find a good picture. For this purpose, however, the starting photo requires more
material so that it is also possible in image processing to cut it out or "crop" it according to this rule.

The golden section is rarely used for landscape photography, but the more the rule of thirds and the lines. In portrait
photography, it is given a greater weight.

<Incidentally, you can in Photoshop cropping and cropping your pictures also show all the necessary
guides. All you have to do is click on the cropping tool on the left-hand tool palette.

As soon as you are in Crop mode, the button will also appear to show the different lines on the photo,
guaranteeing a good help in cropping the image according to these rules.
I hope I could help you a bit with this little e-book and can only continue to advise you to go out and
practice, practice, practice!
In any case, in my workshop it is already an integral part to learn these techniques and to prepare the eye
for these incredibly important details. So also like to visit my homepage and my offers. I am looking forward
to your message and until then ...

Love & Peace
Fabio

